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was willing to acknowledge defeat.  For him it mat-
tered less, for things had gone well with him, and by
the time of his son's return he had entered upon his
masterful and inspired tenure of the Colonial Office.
Austen Chamberlain too had been treated kindly by
the fates, and was by this time Civil Lord of the
Admiralty in Lord Salisbury's Government. But for
Neville Chamberlain two years' work had only gone
to confirm failure.  He was returning from the ruins
of the scheme which he had tended so long and so
faithfully.   It must have seemed that he had little
to show for the period of his early manhood; it must
have seemed that the glittering prizes were to be
reserved for the fortunate and brilliant Austen. But
dividends are to be reaped in character as well as in
achievement.   He had learned in a hard school to
deal with men; to face realities and to rely on his
own efforts.   He had graduated in that best o:M
political schools, the school of adversity and struggle, i
Twenty-five years later another political leader of the
future was writing grandiloquently in a German
fortress: "At that time my lot in life seemed to me
a harsh one; but to-day I see in it the wise workings
of Providence. The Goddess of Fate clutched me in
her hands and often threatened to smash me; but
the will grew stronger as the obstacles increased, and
finally the will triumphed.  I am thankful for that
period of  my life, because it  hardened me and
enabled me to be as tough as I now am."  It would
probably not have occurred to Neville Chamberlain
to express himself after this fashion. But he too had
cause to be thankful for those seven years in which,
like Jacob of old, he had toiled for no apparent
reward. For he too had been hardened by struggle;
he too had been rendered tough and resilient by
experience of adversity. And so it was that when he
turned his face towards home for the last time he